
Thompson Heights – 2023 Thompson Ave. 

 

Rossland Heritage Home Inventory 
 
1) Address:   2023 Thompson Ave. 
 
2) Property Description:   Block 54, Lot(s) ____ 
 
3) Common or Historical Name:   The Michaely Place 
 
4) Date of Construction:   1898       1st Owner:   Hector McRae (engineer)  
 
5) Early History:   The McRae home was built at the request of Hector’s wife as, perhaps, a 
condition of her moving away from their home in Ontario, where she still resided, to Rossland. 
 
6) Design, Style, Architecture, Architect:    

The design and architecture of the McRae home followed the plans offered in the 
magazine, Ladies Home Journal, in a July edition of 1897, for the price of $5 (see next page for a 
portion of this article). 

 
 



 

 

“The exterior of the house is all of shingles, its picturesque character depending upon the 

simple, low roof lines – the outside neither having nor requiring any elaborate detail, which 

always smacks of tawdriness in a low cost house.” 

  Ladies Home Journal, July 1897 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Following the same line of economy and double use of space, the hall is made at once into 

reception-room and library.  The essential stairway may be curtained off to give a more cozy 

effect.” 

  Ladies Home Journal, July 1897 



7) Description of Home: 

-3 storeys 
-Area of main floor is 936 ft² 
-Total area is 2272 ft² 
-Width is 26 ft. and depth is 36 ft. 
-Exterior walls are wood frame with cedar shingle siding 
-Foundation is stone 
-Roof is asphalt tiles 

 
8) Interior Layout and Features: 

-Original windows and glass on main floor 
-Original door jambs 
-Fir woodwork 
-Original veranda 

 
9) Alterations/Restorations:  

-Original location of steps to veranda have been changed from the west side to the north 
side 
-The original lathe and plaster wall treatment has been replaced with drywall 
-1 bay window removed and replaced with a patio door 
-Plaster removed except for in living room and sitting room 
-Original wood shake roof was replaced with aluminum and, more recently, with asphalt 
tiles 

 
10) Other Information:   The McRae’s grandson, Harry Higgins, and his wife Frances, visited with 
the Turnbulls many years ago and left behind a copy of the July 1897 article from the Ladies Home 
Journal for their interest. An anecdote Harry shared with the Turnbulls was the story of his 
grandmother looking for curtain fabric for her new home and only being able to find red material. 
Apparently this prompted a number of Rossland men to misinterpret the usage of the house and 
showing up at the home unexpectedly. (Red was definitely limited to the Ladies of the Night in 
Rossland’s early days). 
 
11) Other Owners:  Mark Stanton, Burkmor, Clyde Michaely, and Gladys and Gordon Turnbull, 
the current owners since 1969. 
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